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Dear Admiral Wimitx:e

It was & great pleasure to talk to you on the phone even
for so short a time. I was sorry that I could not see
you personally, but unfortunately, my stay in Alameds was
very limited and was for ths purpose of seelng my very
sick mother who was in tha hospital there,

I was interested in your comments concerning the studiss

I have made on the Battles of World Wer II. I have checked
ocur mailing lists and I £ind that the three books completed
to date - Coral Sea, Midway and Savo Island, were a&ll sent
to you ¢/o Commander Western Sea Frontier. I therefore
presume that they are locked up in a safe somewhere and
beom;ae they are confidential someons forgot to tell you

uItoldymonthophone,.twofthaﬁMhsvobeen
campleted viz., Coral Sea and Nidway. The films have been
highly suscessful and are completely my own ides, a8 1is

the format of the book, The Army War College, the other
day, stated in & letter to Admiral Conolly and in one to
myself, (a) from the Commandant Army War College, Licutenant
General Edward

Almond, USA -

7T had the opportunity yesterday morning to see the
Battle of the Corsl Sea, on wvhich you had been good enough
to secure & release from the Navy Department in order that
1t gould be shown at the Army Wer College. I was very much
impressed with the entirs techniqus and presentation involved.
It not only is of great interest historically but 1s =
splendid medium for the training and education of our officers.
This is so because of the critical analysls which is made 80
courageocusly all the way through the film, and I consider it
of very great educational value,

"T want to go on to saey that I was so much impressed
with this £ilm that I alsc spent three hours In the afternoon
seeing the Battle of Midway, which, while a longer plcture,
st111 brought out with great clarity and in great detall the
many lessons to be learned from that exiremely important ‘

engagenment,




” : ..

o 8 -

"The result of seeing these films is that the students
at the Army War College have a better understanding of the
extrems Importance of these two oritical Naval dattles and
of the oontimied primary importance of sea power in oversll
mnilltary operations, PFurthermore, they have aoquired an
understanding of a teshnique that oan be used in training
that may be of considerable futurs value if we can establish
8 similar approsch in making such a oritical analysis and
visual presentation of some of our major operations.,”

and (b) from the Deputy Commandant, Brigadier General Arthup
Ym‘m' USA »

.
' "We have Just eompleted the showing of both of the
films on the Coral Sea and Midway, and they have made &
~ tremendous impression on the class, not only from the stand-
point of general interest and historical value but beamuse
of the tremendous training value to be gained by such a
oritical analysis of a Naval action.

"I am hoping it will have the effeot of helping us teo
get something similar in the Army one of these days as these
young graduates of ocurs go forth to bigger jobs.

"I want you to lmow, also, that we are looking forward
to the Battle of Leyte OGulf if and when it 1s compleled.

So I would appreciate it if you would keep me advised when
that time oomes,®

e

All of the sbove was highly gratifying to ms as one cannot
tell whether one's performances ars up to par until they
are put to the test,

We are now working on the Battle for Leyte GQulf and although
I have been on it for something over a year, I have onl
finished the Allled side up to the capture of Suluan Is

on Ootober 17, 1944, The Japanese side is moving slong
slowly a8 1t is only now that we have finally received enough
translations from the Japanese action reports, ete. to
present acoursately the Japsnese plcoture, The prsi

data 1s oompletely different from that expected from a study
of the United States Strategic Bombing Survey Interrogations
&3 well as from aome of the claims of cur own commanders.
For example, when Admiral Halsey hit Okinswa on October 10th
he stated that he had surprised the Japansse. Actually the
Japanese had been expecting himj were fully alerted and had
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lsunched searches as early as 0315 to locate him,

From the above you san see that I f£ind the work extremely
fascinating and needless to say, terribly important and,
although it 1s highly laborious, I sm happy to do 1t so
long as the need remains, Admiral Forrest Sherman appeared
3?_ 13:\'9 arrived at the same conelusion sbout the time he

e

Noxt time I arrive on the coast, or if you arrive in this
ares before that, I shall malkte it a point to see you,

I'm sorry in nany ways that Admiral Spruance accepted that
Ambassadorship to ths Philippines. I think that he eould
be better employed elsewhere, notably Japan. Besidea 1t
is too hot in the Philippines, However, I understand that
he and Margarot are very pleased so thats that I guess,

With best wishes to you and Mrs, Nimitz, in which I am
sure Admiral Conolly joins me, I sm,

Your old frlend,

R. W, BATES

Fleet Admirel Chester W, Nimitsz, USN,
o/o0 Commander Weastern Sea Frontier,
Treasure Island, ‘

San Franolsco, California.
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January 14, 195;/

Dear Adniral Spruance: ‘ / .
i ,
I have heard with a great deal of interest and| satisfaestion %
that the President of the United States has ted 3
be his Ambassador to the Philippines, Needl to say)
came as a surprise to me and, at first, I was somewhat Y
opposed to 1t for what I considered to be two very important
reasons - (a) that Manila i1s too hot; (b) that ¥ did not

feel that the Ambassadorship to the Philippines \was quite ‘

up to your stature and I wanted you to have J: or its |
equivalent somewherse, |

|
1

However, after ¢ to your daughter and son-in-lasw and
after discovering t both you and Margaret wers very

happy at your new assigmment, I decided that perhaps it was
well that you had accepted 1t, As a matter of fact, I was

in California over Christmas and Admirsl Nimitz asked me

if 1t was true that you were to be the Ambassador., I replied
that if he didn't know, how could I,

Your appointment has met with approval in many important
quarters. In this connection, I am enclosing herewith a
copy of the Herald Tribume of today which has a very friendly
eg:orial on your sppointment, and what it portents for

e rSe

As you know, I spent four or five months in the FPhilippines
with Admiral Esuffman, I enjoyed the assigmment and met
many people of interest most of whom, believe it or not,
were of Spanish descent. The most charming people when we
were there were definitely the Spanish pecple, who were the
landlords and property owners of conasequence. One of them
was Colonel Sorianoc who was on General MacArthur's staff
when he was Commander in Chief, Southwestern Pacific. You
will run into Sefior Soriano very frequently as he 1s the
"industrial big shot" of that area. Naturally, I always
kept a "weather eye" on him, but I watched his accomplish-
ments with interest. As I recollect, he was ummarried, or
seemed to be so, when I was there. There are many others
in Nanila of more or less consequence whom you will meet,
but you may not meet them as we did for the associstion of
an Ambassador with these people, and of a Naval cormmander
with these people might well be different,
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I know that much has happened in five years and it could
well be that the Philippine setup $s much betteyr than it
was in 1946. Then Manila was devastated; Bagufo was in
very poor shape and all in all, the Philippines were in

the oruel situation which is the aftermath of s devastating
wvar. One thing was sure. The will of the Fhilippine
people to improve themselves was definite, but it 1is doubt-
ful if they desired to withdraw from the U.S. Neither did
the politicos. However, the politicos were caught in their
own trap and were forced to become independent, even though
a4 significant number, if not all of them, thought it unwise
to do so., I think that the Filipinos now realize that
things are in very poor shape snd that they will need
guldance and support from the U.8, for a long tims, The
proof of thelr deterioration is the increased importancs

of the Hukbalshaps. We didn't give the Hukbalahaps too
mch wolght in our day, but I often discussed them with

the politicos for I realized that they acould becoms a
mONRCH.

The Philippine Islands ars becoming more and mors important
strategically now that the XKoresn situation is somewhat
quieter than heretofors. FPor, as Korea tends to be less
important, certainly Indo-Chins, Thailand snd Malsya become
more important to the Commnists, This may place you in
the forefront of s fearful combat in socutheast Asia. I
have no doubt that in such situation everyone everywhere
and notably in Washington will be looking for wise guidance
from the American Ambassador. On the other hand, I dontt
trust some of the American politicians and I don't want
Raymonid Spruance sacrificed for mistakes of a Washington
coterie.

Your daughter and son-in-law are well and lqok fine,

Needless to say, I am sorry I was unable to see you when
you were here, but I was away.




With best wishes for success in this new job, which
success I feel sure you will obtain, and with all best
thoughts for the New Year to you and to Marguret, I am,

Yours very sincerely,

R. W. BATES.

Aédmiral Raymond A. Spruance, USN,
Honterey Country Cludb,
Monterey, Californis.
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NavaL WAR COLLEGE
NewporT, R. I.

January 17, 198L

My dear Admiral Van Foreest:

I should appreciaste your courtesy very much indeed
i1f you would convey to His Royal Highness Vice Admiral
Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands, my deep appresciation
of the high honor he has conferred on me by presenting
ms with an sutographed photograph of himself inscribed
with a personal message.

I think that the visit of His Royal Highness to
the Naval War College was a very high point in the
Conoge Year, and that it did mueh to further the fine
relations which have long existed between the Naval
offiscers of our two sountries.

Very sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES,
Commodore, U,S. Navy.

Rear Admiral Jonkheer H.,A. Van Foreest, Neth. R.N.,
Kaval Attache,

Retherlands Embassy,

Washington, D.C.




Dear Admiral Hewitt:

_'numtmdmtmdmgmt-mﬂubemthiam
presently and will remasin awhile, presumsdly as a
guest of your daughter. In fact, she told me about
this the other day. o

I am, therefore, wi'iting to ask you if you won't visit
my office, so that I may show you what I am doing in
regards to the Battle for Leyte Gulf, -

to date snd will give ms the benefit
experience, I always remember your
ing my previous work snd I feel
interest still remains,

Whether you can occme or not, I hops you will let
know when you arrive so that I may eall on

always had a deep affection for ;-w and for
and I eonsider that I have besen “robbed”

in this area without my having an opportunity of seeing
Jou.

With best regards to you and Nrs. Hewltt, I am,
Your old friend,

R. W. BATES.

Admirel H.K., Fewitt, USK
mtﬂr"'
Orwell, Vermont.




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 .
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0]%6‘6 Memomndﬂm' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : OSGAY ‘ DATE: 28 January 1952,
Rear Admiral R.W. Bates

suBjecT: Overhaul work on my car.

1. I am returning this "Maker of the NMaster” advertisement because
I think that someone has made a mistake., I left my car there over
the Christmss Holidays to have several tappets repatied which were
making undue noise. Upon receiving my car from the tranasportation
garage 1t made more nolse than ever, and 1s so loud that the War
College officers commented on 1t.

2. I think a lot of my Buick and think that your firm generally has
excellent craftmsnship, but someone missed on this,

S. I sm taking this up with you personally so no one will lkmow about
my kigks except you.

4. What do you suggest I do?
R.W. BATES




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT. RHODE ISLAND

January 30, 1952.

Dear Mr. Wickes:

This note 1s to thank you for your kindness in having
me to dinner a few days ago at Starbord House,
Needless to say I enjoyed myself thoroughly not only
because the dinner with its accompanying magnum of
champagne was so very fine indeed, but also because
of the good fellowship which such an unususl dinner
often brings to the fore., Very frankly, as it was

my birthday, I had an additional appreciation of the
whole affair, Thank you!

It was very interesting and a great privilege to ses
the photographs of certaln of your more recent fore-
bears and to hear from you certain facts about them,
The manner in which you have preserved these photo-
graphs 1s distinctly original and I was quite
impressed,

You evidently hall from a long American lineage -
mine, alas! 1s but one generation, my father having
arrived in this country in 1882. My father's father
was a British General; my mother's father a Casnadian
newspaper publisher (small newspaper) so you can see
that my background is distinctly British and Canadian
and then when you discover that I was born in San
Francisco, you see that I am an A,B,C boy.

I hope that you are finding that book as interesting

as I found your book, "When the French came to
America," Of course, du Picq was a teacher and he

had a lot to glve to the officers of his own time as
well as to posterity. Your book on the French is

very Informative concerning our operations with General
de Rochambesgu and the caliber of both the American and




Prench officers of those days. Admiral Conolly was
quite pleased with your bock and has, I think,
written to tell you so.

I hope that you are improving in health from day
to day. You have 80 much to be well about that I
an anxious that you shall fully recover ere long.

Many thanks again,
Very sineerely yours,

R.W, BATES,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy.

Mr. Porsyth Wickes,
Starbord House,
Narragansett Avenue,
Ievpo_rt, R.I.
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February 14, 1952

Dear Gecrge:

Believe it or not, I have lost your present address, so

I sm writing to your old office with hope that this letter

;111’;); forwarded to you. I presume that you are still iIn
ouston. o

What Y am writing to you sbout is this, You still sppear
$0 have many friends around Eewport and I am constantly
being asked about you. May I ask you to answer the follow-
- 4ng queries? (a) Are you still in the Naval Reserve? If
so, what is your rank and snything that you can tell me -
sbout it., (b) Where did you go for duty after leaving

the War College. (c) What 1s the name of the newspaper
with which you are now assoclated and what 1s your title?
Are you on the Staff of ths Seripps-Howsrd papers? Or :
are you limited to the paper with which you are connected?

As you nmay judge from the letterhead, I am still at the

‘War College where I am evaluating the Naval Battles of WW II.
I have finished three studles to date, Coral Sea, Nidway and
Savo Island, snd I am now working on the Battle for Leyte
Gulf whioh is a tremsndous undertaking. MNovies have been
mede of the first two snalyses.

Newport 1s still quite gay. The weather has been wonderful
until the last several days when 1t became somewhat oold,
but even at that a Texan wouldn!t be frozen in Newport

e The Nuenchinger-King has deteriorated, but I think
Nr. Monginl is meking an effort to restore some of 1its
formor glories. The old open air dance porch, which you knew
so well, was made into & closed restsurant during the war.
The whole. setup there was of inferlor quality and everyone
quit going to the E.K. ¥r. Nongini iIs now building a new
outside restaurmnt, I think above the present dining room,
This may be san improvement., Your old hsmgout, the Reading
Room, is doing very well with ¥r. Gus White as President.

Take care of yourself,

With best regards, &s ever,
: Your old friend,

R.W. BATES,

Reer Adémiral, USN (Ret).
¥r. George H&mns’ ko.
Seripps-Howard Newspapers,
New York City, NeYe




Februery 16, 1952

Dear Admiral Duncang

I am selzing this opportunity to tell you of how much I
appreaciated the privilege of chatting with you for a few
minutes during my rscent visit to Washington,

I am also seliging the opportunity of telling you of how
thoroughly I disagree with Senator Tarftt!s statements con-
cerning & lack of oonfidence in the milit command of
the United Statea. I cannot speak for the 3enator, but

I oan speak for many of the officers of the Navy concern=-
ing the Ravy. ¥e have great confidense in our present
naval leaders and we all feel that the team of PFechteler
and Duncan is tops! I sincerely hope that Senator Taft's
statements have not had an adverse effect around the high-
oy schelons of the Ravy. However, I am afraid that they
have had an adverss effect on the general pudblis which may
have, in turn, an unhappy effect on Congress,

Admiral Conolly will be down in Washington presently and
I am sure that he will see you. He is a wonderful Presi-

dent of the War College!
With best regards, I am,

Very singerely yours,

R. W, BATES

Admiral D. B, Duncan, USN,
Vioce Chief of Naval Operations,
Room 4E628, Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D, C.




Pebruary 28, 1952

Dear Admirsl Nimitz:

This letter is in reply to yours of February 2nd, wherein
you requested information as to the location of the films
of the Battle of the Coral Sea and Battle of Midway.

Since the NRaval Var College has nothing to do with the
distribution, I was unable to reply until I had communi-
cated with the proper suthorities in wWashington. I have
now been informed that there is one print of each of these
£ilms in the Twelfth Waval District Fllm Library so I am
sure that any time you wish to see them they wlll produce
them for you.

For your information, the Battle of the Coral Sea 1s in
three sections - the Battle of Midway in four. The reason
for breaking them up wss to permit instruction in the book
to be parallel with the film. By breasking up the film into
sections the whole film need not be shown at any one time,
For your information, the Battle of the Corel Sea takes 1%
hours - the Battle of Midway 23 hours,

We have had some drastic weather in Kew England recently
with snow st pretty high levels. For example, although
snow depth was but six inches in Newport, it was twenty
inches on Cape Cod, disrupting ell communications, and it
is still snowing there today. I really don't mind these
snows as the only way to appreciate the good 1s to have a
taste of the bad.

Prom all that we hear, the War College is going very well
indeed and as you, &s the Chief of Raval Operations, reelly
reactivated 1t in full strength at the end of the war, you
can share in its success. As a matter of fact, I am on my
way to New London tonight despite the snow, to give a dis-
cussion on the Faval War College before the Connecticut
Chapter, Naval Academy Alumni Assoclatlion.




Needless to say, I always enjoy hearing from you. If you.
- ever nesd information, 1f you will only write me, I will .
do my utmeost to provide what you deslre. :

Thank you very much for your very friendly remarks scncsrning
my three produets - Coral Sea, Midway and Savo Island., They
were very laboricus to prepare, but ewven labor, if it is a
labor of love, is not too diffiecult, o

-‘With warmest personal regsrds to you and Mrs, Nimitz, in
which I am sure Admiral Conolly joins me, I anm,

. Sincerely,

 R.W. BATES, ,
Rear Admirel, U.S. Navy (Ret)

Fleet Admirel Chester W, Eimitz, USE,
728 Sante Barbara Read, '
Berkeley 7, California.




Dear Mr. Beailo:
That bock of yours "Gsngway for Navy" is a elever 1des

and is very interesting indsed, I enjoyed resding it
and 1t brought to mind the happy days of long ago.

I should like to suggest several changes regarding
myself whieh should be made shomld ths book be rewritten,
The football player numed Bates on the 1911, 1912, 1813
and 1914 teams was Richard ¥, Bates not John or Johmny
Bates., So, when you re-edit this I hope that you will
replase John Bates on pages 91, 95, 95, 97 with Rafe '
Bates as my Navy nicimame was at thet time and still is,
If you think it better, you soculd make it Dieck, ‘

Alsc on page 244 under Rear Admiral, after Charles Austin,
you should put "Richard W, Bates, bsck 1911-1914." The
g;zgoruycomhsionas a Rear Admirsl is Aprili 30th,

2150 on page 273 "player index" John Bates should be
deleted and for Diek Bates you should have 1911-1914.

Yery truly yours,

R.W. BATES,
Rear Admirsl, U.S. Kavy.

. Norris A, Bealls,
Columbia Publishing Co.,
P.0., Box 1623,

Wlshington, D.Ce




Pebrmy '29.' 1952

Déar ‘Captain ?oloj:

I was very pleased last night to see e reeent graduate of
the War College atill interested enough in this eocllege to -
attend the Alumni Eeeting, S <

Porscnally, I thought that the meoting was exeelient, and 4
I ragretted very much that it started so late that I was .
unable to eomplete what I had to say, or to answer questions.

However, to you, as the Chisf of Staff of the Submarine ’
Forece, I have a thought to offer which thought I had planned
to bring out last night, The thought 1s this - that offiecers
who have devoted most of their lives to submarine work, and
officers who have devoted most of their lives to air operat-
ions, would do well to take the escurse at the War Collegs,
if possible. The reason for this is that Flag Offfcers must
be familiar with the capabilities and limitatious of the
other branches of their own service as well as of the Army
and the Alr Fores. We here know of no other place where
sush sonsiderations scan be better studied than at the Waval
Wer' College. . :

_The President of the ¥aval War College, Vice Admiral R.L.
Conolly 1s constantly stressing this point to the highest
ranks in Weshington., ERe wishsd ms to bdring it cut last
night, but I souldn't do it, I em, therefors, giving this
1des to you with the thought thet if you and Admiral Murray
subseribe %o it you will disseminate it.

- Ry best to you, as sver,
Yours sineerely,

R.%, BATES,
Rear fsdﬁir'sl’ TeS. x‘w (Ret).

Captain R.J. Poley, USN,

Chief of Staff,

U.3, Submarine Force, Atlantie Fleet,
Submarine Base,

New London’ Conn,
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0]7‘206 Memomﬂdzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Admirsl Conolly paTE: 1 July 1988
Commodore Bates

SUBJECT :

1. Was glad to hear from Helen that your trip to London on the Darby
was very satisfactory and I am delighted.

2., I hops that the Ford sar which was to meet you did so and that you
are now underwsy merrily.

S. Don't worry about the War College, Colonel Berkley is Acting
President and seems to have the situation 4n hend and all is quiet.

4. The social situation in town 1s quite active, but you are better
off where you are.

5. I plan to go to California scmetime between the 7th and 8th of

-1-
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; o C o
Oﬁice Memomndzmz . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DATE:

SUBJECT : -2~

July, returning at the end of the month,

6. TFor your information, a Seleotion Board is meeting presently
composed as follows: Seven Vice Admirels - Hall, Price, Low,
Gardner, Martin, Ofstie and DelLaney, Two Rear Admirals - Brown
and Fhillips, There sre more stars on this Board than have been
around for a long time, I dontt know why, Should I discover why,
T will let you know. Perhaps you know already or at least oan
suspect the reason, '

7. We continue to hear friendly eomments on the VWar College and in
particular on the Global Strategy Discussions. We should increase
the civilian content next year to about seventy-five.

=P




+  STANDARD FORM NO. 64
.

o o o
Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO s

S
SUBJECT :

2. The weather has been generally excellent and everyone is enjoying
t.

9., The oirocus (Bsarnum & Bailey) came to town and everyone went,
ineluding me, I took Commander Hartmann's ohildren. They enjoyed 1t,

8o 414 1!

10, I gave Mrs, Nashoney an editorial from the Ssn Francisco Examiner
soncerning the Global Strategy in the War College. Very friendly to
you, I hope that you have seen it.

11. Forget the War College and enjoy your Buropesn jaunt to the fullest!

12. My best to Jerry Wright snd any others that I might know, With
best regards, as slways,



Dear Ceneral Almond:

Phis i3 merely & note to tell you how mmech I enjoyed
my visit to your War College, and how mmch I enjoyed
the dinner which you and ¥rs. Almond gave Admiral
Conolly. In the ease of the latter, I have written
$o Mrs. Almond to express my personal appreclation
of her excellence as a hostess, and my pleasurs &t
having been ineluded in the dinner list,

Neadless to say, I noted that your War College runs
very smoothly indeed, and I was impressed at what
can be done in a new organization, if the leadership
is there, There were many niceties being shown
v:lsito:gs whieh I not only observed, but frankly

on Joyede.

I sm sorry that we were unable to remsin for Sesretary
Alexenderts talk, but all of us had missions elsewhere.
I, for example, was to have lunch with Rear Admiral
J.H. Brown, Jr., who is Commandant of the Pourth Raval
Distriet. I was to discuss with him the employment

of the Pacific Ocean Ares submarines in the Battle
for Leyte Gulf.

Admiral Ealbfus was very interested in the fact that
I had seen you. He 1s & most ardent admirer of yours
and asked me many questions, all of whieh I sould,
happily, answer.

I had one regret at your War College -- I missed my
0ld friend General Trudeau.

With my best regards, and with best wishes for your
oontinued suceess, I mm,

Yory Sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES.

Lieutenant General EBdward Almond, USA,
Commendant, Army War College,
Carlisle Barrasks, Pa,




Dear Henry:

For a long time I have refrained from writing you bdbe

I realized that by so doing it merely meant

to take time off to answer, and under the p

of events, this seemsd unreasonadble, So, ¥t answe

this 1f you den't have time, but tell me about it ‘
you return here to Newport,

First, I want to say that I have watched and listened wi
interest to the reports coming from your area. I have bsen
particularly interested in seeing howwell you were makin
out in your present assignment, as I have always consideyred
you the top man In the field. From what I hear you ha
lived up to that expsctation, which 1s a great tribute tb
yourself and to Admiral Carney who took you under s t
adverse conditions, '

{

I have no doubt but that you are enjoying yourself thorcﬁ‘hgh-
ly snd have found yourself to be gquite able to compete *3.&1

the best.

I appreciated ressiving your Christmaes card, with a friendly
nots, very mmch indeed, but for reasons stated in the first
paragraph I refrained from commenting on it until now., %The
11ttle photograph of Naples gives me nostalgia., I remember
that place well, even though I have not been thers since
1914. As a matter of fasct I was at a dance at the Royal
Pennis Club in Naples when word arrived of the assissination
of the Austriasn Archduke Frang Ferdinand, I was talking to
e Spanish Duchess in my beszst Midshipmsn Spanish when the
shock whisper passed down the dance floor, and she told me
what had occurred., Much water has flowed under the dam
since then! British sea power has been replaced by American
sea power. ¥The result is, of course, that instead of
visiting ¥aples, we are now based theres,

We have had 2 very pleasant winter in Newport. The weather
was bad only twice and then for but one day., I pass your
house at intervils, and have besen interested to learn,
through rumor, that you were planning to occupy it.




The War College is going along famously and I think your
section i3 doing well. You gave it its birth and early
"ehildhood; Sweeney has been moving it into adolescence;
when the college succeeds in passing 1t through adolescenc
and into manhood, the job will be finally done, .

My work is progressing slowly but surely., I finished Savo
Island, as you Mmow, snd I am edout to mske a film of 1it,
The contract has beon let and we have had a meeting on it,
The films o the Ooral Sea and Midway have been sompleted
and have been found to be highly successful, I have been
working for the past Ieu- and & half on the Battle for
Leyte Gulf., This will take a muoch longer time than the
others because it is a campalign with a number of battles
rather then one small battle such as Save Island, By
early fsll I hope to put out Volume X, which will be
"hackground,” Admiral Bewitt has been in and has read
through what I have written on the Allied side and says
that he 13 surprised in that he agrees with it tho 1y
in almost every point, I availl myself of Admiral Rewltt's
ability to provide me with an outside view on my sirateg-
108l and tactical concepts,

Admiral Rollo Wilson 1s reviewing Admiral Halsey's
operations and Admiral Yeomens is reviewing the CinGCPOA
Submarines, The work is very laboriocus as the ships and
planes in this action were very great in number., 1In faes,
the battle was one betwsen the principal flesets of two

ma jor navies. I have had a terridble time getting trans-
lations and getting the material to transiate, but we have
done reszsonsbly well, and the result is worth the effort,
My staff during most of this time has been two officer,
whers as, with the much lesser battles, it was four,

This matter 1s now being remsdied and I will end up with
a staf? of five officers, plus one Chisf Yeoman, one Chief
Quartermaster, and one Yeoman Second Class, I have deen
told, albeit unofficially, that this friendly attitude

in Washington is because my books have now reached a
position of eonsequence, which, needlesss to say, is very
gratifying. You, of course, forcast this long ago.

Give my very best regards to Mick Carney. I havs always
hed a great affection for him and believe thoroughly in
his ability as a sailor - a combat sailor - to produce
vioetory.




Also give my best to your beloved Izzie who is a sweet-
heart and no mistake!

I am generally fine!

our old friend Viadimir Behr dled suddenly
ot [} honrt attack last night in Washington.

Take oare of yourself,
Sincerely,

R.W, BATES,

Captain Henry 7, Ecoles, USK,
Assistant Chief of Staff,

U.S. Raval Porees,

Eastern Atlantie And Mediterranean,
c/o Fleet Post Office,

Hew York, K.Y,




Deer General Irving:

Having jJust returned to Newport I am sslizing this opportunity
to express to you my persgonal gratification at having been 2
delegate to the wonderful Sesquicentennial which you and West
Point conducted. Very frankly I thought that it was beauti-
fully handled. I was perticulsarly impressed with the fact
that the organization was so thorough that when it rained end
everything was transferred from "“outdoors" to "indoors"™ things
went as smoothly es though they had been arranged that way
from the start. I particularly enjoyed my association with
certain members of your steff who guided my interests as well
&8s those of the others. 'I refer particularly to Brigadier
General Harris Jones, and to Cclonel Boyd W, Bartlett of the
Steering Group and Lisutenant Colonel Stewart L, McEKenmey of
the Sesquicentennial Staff who wers admirabls in every way.

As I get arcund quitela lot, I want you to know that everyone
waeg thorougnly delighted and I heard nothing but praise, and
that of the highest, for the conduct of the operation,

FPinally, i1t was extremely nice of you to invite me to your
home Tussday night efter the banguet. I enjoyed meeting your

lovely wife there and she was extremely gracious to us gll.
That was 8 fitting climax to an unusual and charming day.

With congratulations on your accomplishment and with best
wishes as elways to West Point, I am,

Very sincersly yours,

R.%W. BATES,
Cormucdore, USN {Ret).

¥ajor General Frederick A, Irving, USA,
Superintendent,

United States Military Acadeny,

%est Point, New York.




Dear Bill:

It was a great pleasure to see you st West Point. This was
the first time that I have seen you since you became the Chief
of Naval Operations and I wss pleased, as I told you at the
Point, to see how easily you are taking the responsibilities
of your office, At least your general appearance gives that
lmpreassion very clearly and I am delighted about it.

I was very interested in your discussion of the situation in
the Mediterransan-¥Middle East Ares and I am sorry that,
because of certain interferencesy; I was not able to discuss
it more fully with you. ‘

I have taken the liberty of telling Admiral Conolly of our
conversation., I found, to my great interest, that he has very
surprising knowledge of the Southern Buropesan-Mediterranean-
¥iddle East plcture. Evidently, as CINCRELM, he gained & vast
background of knowledge concerning the whole area and well
knows the eonsiderations which probably motivate the British
today. He told me a little about it this morning. I think
that this information should not be lost, and might be helpful
to our high command in formmlating our own concepts and in
countering other concepts.

I thought that the whole affair at the Point went very well
indeed. I think that events of this kind help to keep the
Armed Services befors the Countrye.

Once agaln, I was very glad to see you and I appreciate the
confidence you gave me in discussing, in a limited way, some
of the problems which befall you as Chief of Naval Operations.
Finslly, I want to reiterate what I wrote you long ago, to
wit, that the Navy has confidence in its leadership and feels,
in this regard, that it 1s superior to the other services.
Strange as 1t may seem the other services seem to think so tool

With warmest personal regards, I am,

Your old f{riend,

RN+ BATES,

Admiral William M, Fechteler, USN,
chief of Naval Operations,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




June 20, 1882

Dear Ross:

I em hearing rumors from various sources that you ars
sbout to retire. I knew when you wers here that you
expected to retire sbout this time, but since I had
heard nothing from you I have thought little of it.
Now I am writing to wish you farewell,

You and I have been friends for & long time snd I shall
view your departure from the Eavy with sincere regret.

I Imow that you slweys made & fine reputation for youre
self in your various assizmments, but, in particular,
here in Newport whers the memory of your accomplishments
lives long after your departure.

I shall be in California the last three weaks in July.
If you are retiring on the Coast, I hops at that time
to see you.

Pleasse give my warmest regards to Adelaide. I feel
confident that she 1s loocking forward %o her career
in civilien life with the same confidence that you
are, You will 4o well}

With best regards, I am, as sver,

Your old friend,

R.W. BATES,

Rear Admiral R,A. Cooley, USK,

Deputy Cormander, Western Sea Frontler,
Treasure Island,

San Pranciseo, Californisa.




June 20, 1952

Dear Oscar:

Today I received sn invitation from you inviting me to
the chsnge of command ceremonies when you turn over your
command to Admiral Delaney.

I am very sorry I am unable to attend as I am pi-eparlng
to go to Californias on leave sbout that tims,

I want to take this opportunity to tell you of my sincere
regret that the age-in-grade law forces the Navy to give
up your services, You have always been an extremely
cspeble officer of outstanding military attaimments, and
you have always had the respect and confidence of your
subordinstes in sll phases of Naval operations. In the
more recent years as Chief of Staff to Commander in Chief,
U. S, Atlantis Fleet, as the Director of Logistiocs Plans,
as the Cmmandin% Officer of the North Carolina, later

as Commander Allied Naval Forces, Fer East, snd finally
as Commander Eastern Sea Prontier, you have set a record
of accomplishment which few, if any, naval officers have
equalled in modern times,

I wish you end Isabel all happiness in your retired life,
and I know that, in what ever new career you deside to
follow, you will excel as you have done in the Navy.

With very best regards, I an,
Your old friend,

ng. BATES.

Vice Admiral Oscsar C, Badger, USK,
Commander Eastern Sea Frontier,

90 Church Street,

New York, N.Y.




Dear Commander Leger:

I am certainly glad that you are taking leave. It is good
for ths soul.

I was pleased to hear thet, on your return, you will be able
to present NHorman's case to the Revliew Board.

However, I had expected to either be called as a witness by
you or, 1f you disspprove of that, then to write a letter to
the Board stating: :

(1) That Captain Ross flatly and unequivocally stated to
me on seversal occasions once within the past two years,
that he thought that ths Navy; through overlarge doses
of emetine, had rulned Normant!s health and forced his
retirement. He also sald that at the time he had
stated that Norman would never recover.

In the Spring of 1942 I went to the Headquarters, U.Se.
Marine Corps in Washington and asked if they would
recall Norman to duty. I thought that if I could get
him on duty it might help. The Marines said they
would be very glad to get him if I could get the Navy
to approve. I went to the Surgson-Generalts Office
and asked the Assistant Surgeon Genersl if he would
order Norman back to duty. He gave me a flat "no%,
saying thet he was a physical wreck and would not last
at sll., How correct he was I did not know until I
prevsiled on M¥Mr. Christy to engage Normen. As you
know, Norman collapsed in two days.

What is your reaction? I shall be back by the end of July.

Best to youl

Very sincerely yours,

R. %, BATES
Commander George J. Leger, USK,
0ffice of the Judge Advocate General,
Room 2B52,
Bureau of Yards and Docks,
Ravy Department,
¥ashington 25, D.Ce.




August 1, 1952

_Dear Lemy

I have just returned from s visit to the Pacific Coast
whers I had the good fortune to spend a few days at the
Bohemisn Grove, I hasppen to bs a non-resident member,
I had a splendid time and found the Grove up to standard,
I noted, among others present, ex-president Hoover, who,
by the way, 1s always there, I also noted both Holland
Smith and Roy Bunt, < These two generals are in excellent
shape and when I t0ld them about your visit to the War
College for the Global Strategy Discussions they were
quite interested, They asked me, when I saw you, to
glve you their best, so here it is,

The Grove play, which will be performed on Saturdsy night,
is set in Seotland in the dsys of Bonnile Prince Charlie
-and employs the bag pipe band of the Sixth Army, It -
appears to be excellent and I sm sorry that I am unable

to see 1t, Roy Hunt has one of the more important z;rts -
he 18 a Soottish Chief, I sure would like to see h

in his "kiltles," '

Norman also asked to be remembered to you, I understand
that his appeal cass ecmes before General Howard?!s board
next week. I certainly hope that he receives a high
disabllity rating, as he is really in poor shape and has
been for years, -

When I return to Washington, presently, I shall avail
myself of your invitation to luncheon, When I was last
in Washington I called your office to announce my presence
and discovered that you must have heard of my coming for
you had left that morming for Cslifornia,

That was quite a story that I read in a San Franciseo
paper about the Marine rifleman, the Marine "live" bait,
and Ceneral Taylor Seldon! Those Narines are sure tough!

With very best regards, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

R.W, BATES

General Lemelsc.nShghegd, Jr., USMC,
Commandant, U.>5. Marine Corps,
Eeadquartez’-s,.v.s. Marine Corps, Washington, D.Ce




August 7, 1042

Dear Cozmander Leéer:

Your letter announeing your vietory before the Appeal
Board of the Marine Corps in the case of my brother
Norman was recelved with intense satisfaction, I have
wired Norman as you suggested and I Imow that he is
overvhelmed with his good, and well deserved, fortune,

I cannot thasmk you too much for the bdrilliant menner
-4n which you handled this case, When I tslked to you
on the phone Thursday night last in Washington I could
tell from your discussion that you had a complete
knowledge of the various factors, If you will reesil,
I told you then that I thought you knew more sbout the
medical aspects of this case than even the dootors,

I am personally of the opinion that whereas Norman
contributed a fair share towards this good success,
nothing sould have beoen acoomplished without somecme
of your ecmpetence and falth to carry the ball directly
to the Board,

I want to write a lstter - naturally e personsl one « to
the Judge Advocate General about your success, but I

dont't want to do it wuntil you advise me as to the best
time,

Once sgain, let me thank you agsin for your outstanding
performange,

With very best regards, I am,
Sincerely yours,

R.,%W, BATES,

Commander Georg: J. Leger, USH,

Office of the
Room 2BS2,
Bureeun Tards & Pocks Annex,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.

dge Advooate General,




August 14, 1952

- Dear Ned:

-1 am enclosing herewith an srticle on changing sesa water
'to fresh water, developed, in part, by a professoyr at

¥, I.?, named E.,R, G111ilsnd, Evidently a oompany named
. Ionies, Inc. is developing this, :

Since you are a Deam of M, I.T. I t".houghi that you n:d.ght'
Iknow something about this, Is it any good? Naturally,
in my mind, any device of this kind, 4f successful, .

should be of enormous importsnce not only in Los Angeloé
and Isrsel, but in many other areas as well, :

It was wonderful to see you up here during our Globsl
Strategy Discussions, since your presence here stimulated
very much the morsle of the staff snd student body.
Besides, you brain snd experience contributes mush to

everyons, .

Dick Conolly has just returned from Burope where he apéht
a wonderful holiday. I spent mine in Celiformia, T'was

swell}

With best regards and with hopes that I sm not bothering
you with my queries, I am, ' ’

Your old. friend,

R.W, BATES,

Vice Admirasl Edward L, Coshrane, USH(Ret),
Ue8. Dopartment of Commerce,

Maritime Administration,

Washington 25, D.C,




- Dear Iras

" I mn writing to ocamend So you the extremely depsbls
. services of a member of Ayc‘aurfft‘t.af_,'f, Gonmander Gsorge J. -

" Hy brother, Najor Normmn C. Bates, USNCG{Ret), was retired -
in 1933 snd remained on ths retired list M@G‘tw@u

War II bsing entirely wnfit for duty.

. With ths re-rating of diszshled retired persomnel under the
Career Compensaticn Aot of 1048 my brother, to: the surpriss .
of everycme, was given s physfiosl disability rating of
*Zaro® when the general expectation of thoss who imew his
gase was mors nesrly 100€, I spoks sbout this to Captain
Rebert Bell, Medicsl CoPrps, whose division made the . - :
origins)l resommendstion, Then and thers, on his resommend-

- ation eand with the sdviee of many senlor offfcers, such es

Yice idmirsl John NoGres, I endsavored to prepare s uppeal.
When my brother snd I hed finally obtained the necesssry
_sppeal data-it took two ysars-ws sought counsel., Admiral
¥oCres recommended Commander Leger, who, on brother's
request, was assigned to thic case. What » wise recomsend-
ation that wasi ¥For, with his entry on the scene, our
tyoubles vanishod, Conminder Leger handled everything snd
my brother and I thepsafter followed his recommendstions
throughout,

About two weeks ago the gsse was heard befors the Marine
Corps Appesl Boa;g? It was handled entirely by Commander
Leger snd from what I hear from the Commandant, U.S.
Merine Corps (by personal latter to ma)} was very well
presented indeed, _ )




snm, the zavy ots "o kick in the famy or
apatmthabm‘ mnoo ftion of work done and s
the former is more likely thnn the latter, it seens anly
folr that I teke this appnrtuni of bringing %o your
attention the able qualities of um devoted o:ﬁm who'
with campetence snd faith has carried this us.‘.gud duty
with conspisucus sucoess.

With vary best regards, I u.
: ~ Your old m-ﬁd,"

R.¥W, BATES,

Resr Admiral Ira H, Funn, USH,
Judge Advoeate Gensral,

Room 4E794, PENTAGON BLDG
Ravy Departaent, :
Washington 25, D.c.




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . - '

Oﬁ%e Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Emil Jemail DATE: 20 August 1952
R.W, Bates

SUBJECT : Comments last evening

1. I was,of course, interested in your comments last night since
one is rarely known to those around him, However, it is gratifying
to discover that one's labors ars becoming gradually recognized,

I had hoped that you, as en eminent press authority, would have
had a better appreciation of what I =m doing here else you would
not have been surprised.

2, Herse is sn article by Sam Morison, Observe his gomments on pages
264‘265. Please rewmo

3. Some dey I will tell you fully what I am doing. Unfortunately
my work 1s confidential,

4, T'was nice to see you and your lovely wife,

R.W, BATES




September 5, 1952

Dear Roys

Vi pea—

-l

I am enclosing herewith an address by Vice Admirsl Richard
L. Conolly, USN on the Principles of W%er which he has just
delivered here and which I think is superior to most
presentations of this type. I have suggested to him that
perhaps the Naval Institute might be interested in publish-
ing his address, Admiral Conolly said that if the Naval
Institute was interested he would emplify it somewhat. He
i1s very modest and can't believe that something that he
has done 1s worthy of publication,

Please look this over and advise whether you will accept
1t and what you will pey for an article of this kind,

It 1s slways nice to see that you are still with the Insti-
tute and that it 1s as successful as it 1s, Some of the
recent articles by ths Japenese I find quite interesting
indeed. A -

With beat regerds, I am,

Your o0ld friend,

R. ¥, BATES

Commander Roy De S. Horn, USN{Ret),
¥anaging Editor,

United States Naval Institute, Procsedings,
Annapolis, Maryland

Enclosure: Admiral Conolly's speech,




August 28, 1962

Dear COQmander Leger:

For your information, I wrote a letter (copy enclosed)
to the Judge Advocate Ceneral concerning your perfor-
manece of duty with relation to the case of my brother,
Major ¥orman C, Bates, USMC(Ret)., Admiral Nunn replied
in a very friendly fashion snd a copy of his reply 1s
herewith enclosed, =

Once sgeain, thanks for everything,
With best regards, I am,

Very sincersly yours,

R.W, BATES

Enols: Copy of COMO Bates'® ltr to JAG dtd Aug 18th, 1952
Copy of RADM Nunnt's ltr dtd Aug 20th, 1952,

Commaender George J, Leger, USH,
office of the Judge Advocate Ceneral,
Buresu Yards & Docks Annex,
Washington 25, D.C,




Q

September 22, 1952

Dear Commander Leger:

I received your last letter with a great deal of concern
because the case, s0 far as I am included in it, is very sad
indeed! I am glad you haven't informed Norman about your
‘rumors as yet, bscause he might go into a nervous breskdown.

In looking at the Department of Defense Directory I discovered
a so-called PR Council oeonsisting of Captain Fink, Captain
Johnson, Captain Bell and Colonel Swanson., Can this be the
Board that passed on Norman's case? I cannot delleve it!

If these people are the ones who may have made what your ,
rumors state is a 30%f receommendation I think that it is 1llegal
because these same men, particularly Bell and Johnson, passed
on my brother's case originally.

If you have any thoughts on what I ¢an do on this case, if
your rumor 18 ocorrect, please advise me at once,

I think that your orders are excellent and I very pleased
i I helped in any way. You will enjoy the assigment, Jecko
18 a fine fellow, and a tip-top fighting msn, He will rely
on your judgement in lsw metters csompletely.

With very best regards, I am,
Sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES.

Commander George J. Leger, USK,
Office of the Judge Advocate Cenerasal,
Room 2BS2, Yards & Docks Annex,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ‘ ° .

O]ﬁce Memomnd%m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :  Admirael Conolly DATE: 26 September 1952

Como Bates

SUBJECT : The Principal of War; manuseript

1, Thank you for your memorandum,

2. You are doing exactly ws I expected you would do and as all writers
do. I had no expectation that you would accept my recommended changes
as final, Henry Eccles didn't accept them either, I merely alerted him
to a different way of wording things and at the same time alerted him
to the idea that what he wanted to say was probably not as clear as

he would like since I misunderstood 1it,.

S. There was no intention on my part to change the 1deas whichwu hed
in your original manuseript. If the ideas werse changed in a few places,
the reason must have been that they had somehow been 1ost to me -
possibly because your original discussion, while perhaps clear to you,

-1-
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 v

[ @
Oﬂice Memomndﬂm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DATE:

was not so to me,

4, I think the article is especially fine md it was for this

reason that I recommended that you have it published. I sm still

of this opinion whether you accept my recommendations or not,
officers have much to learnl

R.W, BATES




L

October 2, 1952

Dear Lem:

I think you will be interested to lmow the progress of
Norman's case which your Marine Corps Appeal Board had
recommended for an S0f disability. Apparently the papers ‘
finally ended up at what is known as the PR (Physical Review)
Counocil. The PR Council, which consists of three Captains
and one Marine Colonel, did not accept the 80f and recommend-
ed a 30 disebility,

This was a great surprise to me for the medicsl member of
that Board, Captain Robert Bell, had advised me parsonally

as to how to proceed with the appeal and had told me that had
his board known of Norman's real csondition they would have
given him a much higher fating than that originally recommend-
ed, whioh was "Zero." It was on Dr, Bell's friendly advice
:ha;ixc drew up the appeal, and I personally feel indebted

O °

In this connection it is well to point out that thias PR
Council, which has now reccmmended Normen for 30%‘,' is, more
or less, the same Council that gave him the "Zero" rating,
If there is enything which appears queer to me it 1s to have
the Appeal Board papers referred back to the ssme group who
‘had messed it in the first pleoce,

It {3 my understanding that the final decision 1s now to be
made by Assistant Secretary Floberg. It is also my under-~
standing that the Judge Advocate General’s office has accepted
the Appeal Board!s decision "in toto” snd that the Special
Assistant to Secretary Floberg for these matters (I presume
Commander John B, Perriter) has accepted the opinion of the
Appeal Board as supported by the Judge Advocate Generalls
office, It 1s my further understanding that the chances
are very great that under this situation the 3ecretary will
also spprove the Appeal Board's recommendation. The papers
are in his office,

Normsn's coungel in this csse is Commander George C., Leger
in the Judge Advocate General's office, Leger 1s evidently
quite capable, and I have been very pleased with his work




although he told me on the telephone yesterdsy that he had
missed a point by not following the workings of the PR
Couneil closely as he might have explained the case to thenm,
in which case they might have given a different opinion. .

I doubt this, though, for the action of the PR Counicil sppears
.%o me to be that of a narrow group who having made the first
recommendation on little evidence (Norman's drief plainly
showed that much of the vital material was lacking to the
originsl board which gave him a "Zero" disability wating)
now comtirme to maintain their original opinion with 1ittls
change despite s1) of the new evidence which was 30 convinge
ing to your Appeas Bosrd,

I sm writing to you in particular becsuse you told me how
unhappy you were over the manner in which many of your
deaerving Narine cases had been handled, If thers ever was
an exsmple of this it is, In my mind, the action of the PR
Couneil in Normen!s case, *

I sm also writing to you beczuse I hope that you may have

a farther interest in this metter and may feel inolined to
look into it to insure that your Narine Corps Appeal Boardls
recommendation, which I consider fair and just, i3 the
recammendation accepted by the Secretary. '

With very best regards, I =m,

Your old friend,

R.W. BATES.

Gensereal Lemuel C, Shepherd, 31‘., UsS¥C,
Commsndant, U.8., Marine Corps, _
Headquarters, U.S. Harine Corps,
Washington, D,C.




October 3, 1952

Dear 0l1d Swede:

I cannot tell you with what delight I received your recent letter
relative to my telephone call from the West Coast, It was a
charming letter and I was very glad indeed to hear from you.

Of course, I had known that Alice was to be married, presumably
next year, to the son of our mutual old friend, Sorappy Kessing
and we are all pleased about that., It 1s much better to merge
old famlilies which are not blood relations than to bring in
strangers who may be of little or no consequence., I certainly
look forward to belng present at the time of the wedding and I
shall do everything possible to be there, However, we will dis-
cuss that later,

Your letter bothered me somewhat in that it gave an indication
that you were possibly not too well, as indicated by your state-
ment that I might have to give the bride away. This would dbe
frightening if I didn't know from other sources, that you have
been recently hospitalized and have been considerably improved.

I cannct posaidly get down for the reunion on October 10th. We
are editing the First Volume of the Battle for Leyte Gulf which-
will probably be in Three Volumes, as well as working on the
Second Volume at the same time:. This requires my continued
presence in Newport. However, Admiral Taffinder will be there
and you c¢an say "hello" to him for me,

I recently went out to Cslifornia for three weeks, as you know,
and found my mother improved: She has been in the hospital for
the last year, but now I hear that she has suffered a slight
stroke. This means that it 1s merely a question of time before
she joins her Masker. For this reason I have to save the little
leave that I accumulate from month to month in order to be abdble
to fly out should I be needed.

I am very impressed with Elsenhower!s campaign, He 1s definitely
succeeding, otherwise the President would not be attacking him in
such a cheap manner. I certainly hope that he gets elected and I
am so anxious to see him in that I have registered to vote for

the first time in my life. If he does get In it will be very

gratifying to you because you are the one who put him in the Army
and you are his very close frliend. You mustn't take any political




assignment from him however. Swede Hazlett alive 1is mmch better.
to his family and his friends than Swede Hazlett in the ground.
I hope you have noted that Messers Early and Niles of the Presie
dent's White House steff have recently died from overwork. )
(Tain't goodl) . :

I continue to be in good shape sc long as the weather 1s cool;'
but when the temperature snd the humidity rise too high I tend
to deteriorate., '

While out on the coast I saw Spud and Kay Hicks. Kay is swell,

but Spud 1s not too good. Actually he looks quite ancient, and

Kay says that he 1s not strong. He i1s the same old Spud though,
with the same voice and pleasant manner. I can hear him now ,
"Listen McCaffery, we do it this-a way.”

Give my warmest regards to Ibby and as for yourself, look out for
yourself so that we may have you with us for a long time, o

With very best régards, I anm,

Your old friend,

R.W. BATES.

Captain E.E. Hazlett, USN(Ret),
Forest Hills,
Chapel Hill. E.C.




October 17, 1952

.Dear Swede:

I noticed this picturse in yesterday's morning Tribune
0f your good friend General Eilsenhower walking down
the rsllroad tracks and I was reminded of a story at
the War College which hsd been given on the platfom
but two dasys before. I think that it is quite
amusing and may be you can send it to Ike and it
might give him a laugh in the midst of heavy pressure.

My brother writes me that he is quite upset that
General MacArthur and General Eisenhower have not
gotten together, He says that it 1s not right that,
for personal reasons, these two generals refuse to
support one another and thereby may cost the election,
He thinks that California will be close and maey go
Democratic unless MacArthur supports Eilsenhower,

I note that Drew Pearson says that it will happen in
a fow days. I hope s0.' -

I hope that you enjoyed your trip to Annapolis over
the Alumni reunion., It must have been fun!l

My best regards to your family, I am, as ever, -
Your o0ld friend,

R. W. BATES

Captain E, E, Hazlett, USN(Ret),
Forest Hills,
Chapel Bill, %. C.




October £1, 1952

Desr Ioule:

I wander between Newport and Washington fairly frequently,
. as you know, 80 it was with some surprise upon returning from
Washington the other day thet I, in-endeavoring to go to your
home, noticed the gates closed. I asked several people where
you were and dlscovered thet you were in the hospital in Bos-.
-tons I spoke to Edward Eyre and he sald that he had received
word from you that you were better. I could have not bsen
more concerned about your illness. You have been an ¢ld friend
of mine; lol all these many years and you and your Dalsy were
so ?ggpy as to make it 2 most unhappy. circumstance for you to
be T ' . ’ .

I have certainly hoped that your note to Edward Eyre is correct,
that you are improved, and that we will soon have your kindlye
‘understanding-loyal self dback again with us. It is only when
one who has your qualities 1s away that one reslizes the nature
of these qualities and promptly misses them, Get well for
everyone's sake] How can you entertain President Eisenhower

in Washington if you persist in being 21117?

Newport 1s moving along quietly with nothing remarkable occurring,
although there 1is some social activity. At the present time we
have, at the War College, & French Vice Admiral Pilerre Barjot
Irom the Middle East who 1s very plessant.

I saw Robert Goelet on Sunday and he stated that his broken leg
is kmitting well, I think he said that he was to have X-rays
on 1t yesterday.

Give my best to Dalsy and &8 for yourself, hurry up and come
back to your friends! ‘

¥%1ith warmest regards, I am,
Your old friend,

MP. Louis Bmguiere' .
Phillips Ho'use6 1 Hosoital
Massachusetts Gener ospital,
Boston, Massachusetts. R.,W, BATES.




October 29, 1952

Dear Lynde:

As I promised, I sm sending you the enclosed editorisls
from ghe Boat;n Hoerald on the Mainbrace Operation whiech
they titled "Operation Flop.” I am also sending you n
Sesretary Ploberg!s article "Sea Power!s Sunday Punch
which you may be interested in, I realise, of course,
thet 1t 4s not impossible that you have salready received
these papers in which case they may be of no value, On
the other hsnd you may not have seen them in which case
they may be of value to you. In efther case, here they
Are, ' .

I know that you are having an interesting time in your
present assignment and I also know that things are going
along very well with you, I always look forward to the
day that you will be President of this imstitution so
that you will be able to give us the benefit of your
wide experience in such vital Jobs as SACLANY, CIRCLANT,
to say nothing of the muititudinous other assignments

in which you excelled,

AS & matter of interest, we had a presentation on Main-
brasce by Chet Wood which was very well done snd it would
have been helpful to the aditors of the Boston Hersld,

Please remember me very kindly to "Lil" for whom I havs
a desp affection, also to "Cato" Glover and as for youre
self, my very dbest "Alcha,”

With warmest personeal regards and dest wishes, I am,
Your old friend,

R.W, BATES,

Admiral Lynde D, MeCormick, USN,
Commander in Chief, U.S, Atlantic Fleet,
UeS, Naval B&BQ.

Norfolk, Virginia.
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November L, 1952

Dear Stout:

Thank you very much for your two letters, one of which
was Qquite optimiatic, the other leter one, quite
pessimistic,

I can appreciate the situation on board the Lake
Champlain, but I think that the same situation exists
on moast ships which are being removed from mothballs,
Our expansion has been s0 rapid recently that we
haven!t enough experienced personnel to adequately
man them. You sesm to be worse off than most,

I am reluctant to try to make a change for you, slthough
when I am in Washington in a couple of weeks I will
speak to Ceptain Burke about this situstion. I think
1%t would be unfair to the ship to remove s men of your
experience when there is so much inexperience. It
seems to me that you will find both the Ravigator and
the Assistant Navigator falling back on you for help,
You take responsibility well and I feel that once
things get going and you are at sea you will shake
down more readily than appears at the present, I
always liked to take command of ships that were "shot"
80 that I might bring them to a high standard in
limited time, You will have no grester satisfaction
than to discover how well you do.

I know pretty well how it is with you and what the
problems are because once or twice in my carser I
landed in the same boat,

In the Havg all we got is a "aat on the back" or e
k

so=called "kick in the fanny. Satisfaction for a
job well done (the pat on the back) has few equals,

Everyone here wants to be remembered to you.
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The book 1s almost complete-~that is with oxcoption
of the typing by the civilian ”orotuiu--md it
should be out in a couple: or months,

With best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

st

M.E, Stont, QMC, USK
Lakeland Apartments. i5198,
Irwin Avenue,

Norfolk, Virginia,.

R.W. BATES.
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" November 26, 1952

Dear Swede:

I suppose that you may wonder what has happened to me, 8o©
now that I have returned from California I sm hastily
writing you to lst you know {a) I am 0.X, and (b) I was
thoroughly deliglited at Bisenhower's vistory. Naturally,
as I wrote you on several occasions, I had no concern
regarding his election, He was in and Y knew it and I won
$100.00 on 1it! ‘

- I have been away in California because I lost my mother
recentiy and, sinee my father is ebout ninety-three, I
had to remain thers after the funeral to try and reorganize
him to his new situation. My mother's loss 1s gulte a
dlow to us all, but since ths Lord spared her to us these
- oilghty-two years I feel that 1t is well. “

T hope you are keeping in fine health end since your good
friend Ike 18 about to assume the reins of govermment, I
hope that the worries that the past administration placed
on us a1l will dismppear. Then your hesrt will improve,
I hope mine will too.

General Eisenhowert'!s cholces for his cabinet seem to have
been very well thought out end in all ways admiradble,
There 1s great enthusiasm on the West Cosst for him and
for his selections, -

Although I only returned to Newport last night, I have

- glready heard a rumor that a leading candidate for
Secretary of the Navy--s non-cebinet post-~is Captain
John J. Bergen, USNR, New York City. Since Bergen is

a strong Navy supporter, was sssistant te Secretary Xnox
in World War II, is head of many corporstions end 18 a
graduate of the War College, I feel that he would be an
admirable choice. Besides that he is a great perscnal
friend and a devoted supporter of the Navy. If ycu have
a ohsnce to make any recormendations on this scope to Ike,
you csnnot make a mistake 1f you recommend Jack Bergen,
I thoroughly commend him to you.
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While out on the Coast I had s ohat with Admiral Nimits
ss I was trying to discover who was going to be the new
Cheirman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, sines it seems
highly probable Genorsl Bradley is to retire, Admirsal
¥imits di@ not lmow, at present, but feels that hs will
probably be consulied, He didn't say this, but I felt
that it was inferred or at least hoped, Ny recommendation
for this job is ¥ice Admiral Richard L. Conolly, now
President of the Naval War College, Dieck Conolly was
runnere-up with Sherman snd later with Fechteler for CNO.
There 15 no use mentioning too much ebout him to you as
you know him very well indeed. "By their deeds shall you
know them.® However, I will say this, He 1s the ablest
officer of his time snd has alresdy sorved four years in
Europs ss C3inC with the rsnk of Admirel. He has only
about 1% yesrs more to do, snd therefore could well fill
" ¢he gap mntil Ike hes hed a chence to settle down.
Peshteler, I understend, does not want this assigrment,

I didntt see any of 701:1- particular friends out on the
Coast, dbut this wes beceuse my time was employed in my
persopal femily matters,

Are you taking a job in the new administration? I would
1ike to see you do it, but as I told you dbefore, & live
Baslett is detter than a dead one, So, the job you lake,
1f you do, must be one approved by the medicsl staff,

¥y best to Ibby snd to Alloe.

With warmest regards, as ever,
Your old friend,

R.W. BATES,

letain E.E, Ba‘l‘tt’ USN(Ret),
Forest Hills,
Chapel H1ill, K.C.




December 2, 1952

Daear John?

It was nice to gsee you at the Army~Navy geme and
to hear your forecast of the changes in command.
As I %old you at the time, we know little of 1t
here in Newport, and each ™traveling salesman”
from the Pentagon gives us a new answer, I have
always felt that you had the "dope™, and I am
interested, tharafore, in how your forscast will
eventueta,’

I wanted.to say to you at the game that the thing
I like most about Radford (and this also applies
to you) 1s the fact that he did not accept en
outside job, but remained with the Flag. This
entitles him to amost anything, since I am sure
that he, as well as you, has been offered good
civilien jobs.

I =m enclosing some papers writiten to you ten
years age which I consider are in some ways amusing,
One of the officers in the War College gave them
to me., I give them to you.

Give my best to Obie 1f you see him, Again, it
was nice to see you at the Army-Nevy game, partice
ularly since we won!

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Encl.

Vice Admirel J., D. Price, USH
Chief, Raval Air Training
U.S., Naval Air Station
Pensacola, Florida




December 3, 1952

Dear Jack:

I received the Navy League prograsm snd memu which you
sent me, They sre tip-top and I am happy to have them,
You seem to do well in everything you are called upon -
to do. If you keep it up I may give you a Job in my
section here at the War College. , :

I have read General Donovants address end I think 1t
is very much to the point and very satisfying to the
assembly that listened to it and, more partioularly,
to the high command, We get so soncerned about
orthodox warfare in this land of ours that we forget
that unorthodox warfare is vitally important, This is
80 because if unorthodox warfare is effective it will
maks the problem of orthodox warfare much easier,

I look through the p@pers each day to see whether the
new President elect has named J.J. Bergen to be Secretary
of the Favy, Until he does this I shgll be dissatisfled,

Dick Conolly is working hard on the speech he 1z to make
in gashington on Priday I think, I now 1%t will be
good,

He has an article in the Baval Institute Proceedings
{January 1953). It is excellent, ‘

With very besst regards, I am,
Your old friend,

R.W, BATES

Mr, John J. Bergen,
40 Wall Street,
Hew York, N.Y.




December 8, 1952

Gentlemen:

Last week I found occaesion to write a letter of regret
to your company because of & fallure to complete my
overcoat as called for by the purchase agreement. A
day or so later I was called by your firm, most court-
eously informed that it was a very unhappy mistake,
and advised that Anderson and Little plsnned then and
there to complete the overcoat as scheduled, About
an hour later your representative arrived at my office
here at the War College, told me what you planned to
do, and took my overcoat back, Today the completed
overcoat was returned to me and found to be highly
satisfactory. '

I want to thank you very much for this excellent service,
I realize that all of us are human, snd all err on
occasions, However, sometimes those responsible do not
know of these errors and the firm gets a bad name for
reasons entirely unknown to the top command., It was

for that reason that I made my complalnt,

Your quick endeavor to recover once again the good-

will which I as a customer had previously had for your
firm and the satisfactory job done on the overcoat,

have given me renewed faith in the competence of Anderson-

Little Company, Inc.
With best wishes for a Merry Christmas, I am,
Very sinocerely yours,

R.W, BATES,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Havy.

Anderson-Little Company, Inc.,
Fall River, Massachusetts,




Degember 11, 1962

Dear Ralphs

Every now and then a volce from the past bursis into our
hearing and we are astonished that this should be, Today
you hear a voice from someone whom you have not sesn nor
heard from since Leyte-=he is yonr old friend Rafe Bates
whether you know it or not, As you know, we rarsly -
burst into print unless we want something, 8o irmediately
:hguery arises in your mind, What does Rafe want? It is
Se

A friend of mine who is a Lieutenant Commander in the
Naval Reserve (Retired) is a member of a duck hunting cludb
located near ¥orfolk, It is the Swan Island Hunting Club,
His name is Theodore Grosvenor, Being an old Navy flyer
he feels that you must have an aerial map of his Club
which he might obtain, I told him that if you had such

a photograph you would probably give it to him, but if
you did not have one the Navy was not going to make such
a photograph at Navy expense,

If your photographic section has such a photograph this
is what ¥r. CGrosvenor is seeking, viz,:

A photograph of Currituck Sound south of
Virginia Beach located by (2) Penny Eill
Coast Guard Station 167 (a high sanddune
right 1limit) 6 miles north of Currituck
Lisht end (b) Coast Guard Station 168
coastal strip outer boundary Currituck
Sound. Photograph 3 miles north - 3 mlles
south and 5 miles inland,

I hope that the above is clear to you--it isn?t entirely
80 t0o me-egnd that you can provide 1t,

Now to a new subject. How are you and how goes it with
the whole Davis clan? If you are interssted at all in me,
I sm here st the Naval Tar College where I am writing the
oritical snalyses of the Naval battles of World War II. I




have gompleted three asnalyses: Coral Sea, Midway and
Savo Island, which perhaps you have seen and two movies:
Coral Seas and Midway, I em now working on Leyte., If
you haven'!t done so, I suggest that you show the movies
"to your higher officers, They have been well recelved
here and elsewhers,

. With best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year, I an,

Your old friend,

ReW. BATES

Rear Admiral Ralph O, Davis, USN,
Commandant, FIFTH Kaval District,
Ue.S. Raval Base,

Norfolk 11, Virginia.




December 18, 1952

Gentlemen:

Please send one box each of your Ponderosa Gifrt Box Eb. 202
to the following sddresses:

S O Ers. Ottavio Prochet,
The Waves
Ledge Road,
Newport, R.I,.

Captain &¥rs. EKenneth Castleman,
Chart Houre,

Oakwood Terrace,

Newport, R.I.

Mra, C, Oliver O'Donnell,
- Cave Cliff

LeRoy Avenue,

Newport, R.I.

¥Mr. & ¥rs, John Richmond,
Seaward,

- C1l1iff Avenue,

Newport, R.I.

Admiral & Mrs. Edward Kalbfus,
Restmere,.

Miantonomi Avenue,

KNewport, R.Il.

Mr, William Whitehouse,
Stone Villa,

Bellevue Avenue,
Newport, R.I.

Mr, & Mrs. Forsyth WiORQS,
Zee Rust,

Barragansett Avenue,
Newport, R.I.

Hrs. Andrew Wllson,
Ayrault House,
45 Catherine Street,
Hewport, R.I.

—1-




Captain Thomas Hederman, USH,
U.S. Naval Base,
Newport, R.Il.

Captain Joseph Rochefort, USK,
'UsSs Neval Wer 0011930,.
Newport, R.l.

Commander & Mrs. Albert H, Bowker, -
U.Se¢ Haval War College,
Newport, R.I.

Commander & Mrs. S,E. Hindman,
U.S+ Naval War college,
Newport, R.I.

Commander & Mrs. C.A. Earinke,
U.8. Naval War College,
Newport, R.I.

Rear Admirel & Hrs. Wallace Beakley,
UesS e Naval War College,
Newport, R.l.

Chief Yeoman & Mrs. MH.W. Burton,
113 Cooledge Street,
Revere 51, Massachusetts,

Chief Quartermaster & Mrs. S.,T. Trembath,
103 Champlin Place,
Newport, R.Il.

Yeoman & Mrs, Charles V, #Waldron,
126-A, Lawrence Street,
Klddletown, Rele

¥rs. John Kane,
32 Catherine Street,
Hewport, Rels

19, Mrs. Louils Brugulere,
Wakehurst,
Newport, R

A check for $78.85 to cover the purchase of the above nineteen
boxes is enclosed,
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Please expedite the‘delivery;

) My delsy is due to your delay
in mailing me your prospectus. . _ o

Yours very truly,

. R.W. BATES’
- Rear Adm’.ral, TeSe Navyc

‘Pasc del Oro.Rancho,
P.0. Box 1004,
Modesto, Californisa.

Encl: Check for £78.85
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